
Honoring VAS 100th Birthday 
with 

Dr. Conley McMullen
VAS President-Elect



VJAS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

A special certificate is presented to a person for 
exceptionally outstanding service to the VJAS and 
public recognition is given at the Research 
Symposium. This is the most prestigious award that 
the VJAS Committee gives.

Dr. Philip Sheridan
VAS Executive Officer



Middle School Section Awards



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Animal & Human Science

Saani Sambangi

Ahana Goel

Avery Shaw

Priya Kumar 

Sabot at Stony Point

Fin Byrne

Penelope Decker and Renna 
Thompson

George H. Moody Middle School 

George H. Moody Middle School

Sabot at Stony Point 

George H. Moody Middle School 

Sabot at Stony Point



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Chemical Sciences – Section A

Shravan Madurantakam         

Karthikeya Kota 

Brandon Bedestani

Ritvik Adusumilli               

Abby Knepper 

Prithvi Chakraborty

 George H. Moody Middle School 

George H. Moody Middle School

 Dorothy Hamm Middle School

George H. Moody Middle School  

Williamsburg Middle School

 George H. Moody Middle School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Chemical Sciences – Section B

Ishan Shah                                 

Essam Shah                             

Lydia Tulchinsky

Advika Mahesh

Risvan Ramkumar 

Caroline Sundberg

George H. Moody Middle School

George H. Moody Middle School

Dorothy Hamm Middle School

George H. Moody Middle School

George H. Moody Middle School

Sabot at Stony Point



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Ecology & Earth Sciences - Section A

Barathi Saravanan

Aarya Karmarkar       

Siddarth Ghosh

Daisy Bell

Egshiglen Ganbat

George H. Moody Middle School

George H. Moody Middle School

Williamsburg Middle School

Dorothy Hamm Middle School

Dorothy Hamm Middle School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Ecology & Earth Sciences - Section B

Sophia Shoffner Swanson Middle School

Olivia Zhang George H. Moody Middle School

Maya Umerov-Todoroki Williamsburg Middle School

Dwani Suresh George H. Moody Middle School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Engineering & Technology

Sophia Rizvi Grafton Middle School

Luka Tkabladze Dorothy Hamm Middle School

Gabriel Cohen Dorothy Hamm Middle School

Haya Malik Kenmore Middle School

Sophie Parikh Williamsburg Middle School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Human Behavior

Third Place

Thorsen Blake Williamsburg Middle School

Sajeela Ahmad Benton Middle School

Jori Willford      Thomas Jefferson Middle School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Mathematics: Patterns & Relationships

Rishvanth Balasubramanian George H. Moody Middle School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Physical Science & Astronomy

Pranav Sundarrajan George H. Moody Middle School  

Kyra Coronado-Wager Dorothy Hamm Middle School

Avery Hanger               Sabot at Stony Point 

Weston Montpetit Sabot at Stony Point 

Shruthi Subramanian George H. Moody Middle School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Plant Science & Microbiology - Section A

Devansh Kumar George H. Moody Middle School 

Clara Amundson & Madeline Mangi Williamsburg Middle School

Mason Mahabir       Benton Middle School

Olivia Martin Benton Middle School

Jordan Haught George H. Moody Middle School  



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Plant Science & Microbiology - Section B

Eshaan Mital George H. Moody Middle School 

Lucian Pozzi Sabot at Stony Point

Ishaan Patankar       George H. Moody Middle School 

Shaivi Shankhwar        George H. Moody Middle School 

Sara Moussavi Benton Middle School

Aditi Vasudev        George H. Moody Middle School 



High School Section Awards



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Botany - Section A

Bansi Bhimjiani Mills E Godwin High School

Alba Edsall        Washington-Liberty High School

Jacob Coleman Washington-Liberty High School

Manreet Cheema, Alahna Moreno,  Governor’s School @ Innovation Park
Laiba Siddique 

Sarah Lawson Harrison Central Virginia Governor’s School 

Jamie Earsing Central Virginia Governor’s School  



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Botany - Section B

Rohan Raman Clover Hill High School

Andrew Wang Blacksburg High School

Chessa Lowery       Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School

Isla Wearmouth        Washington-Liberty High School

Ansh Patel Clover Hill High School

Saanvi Sooda        Mills E Godwin High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Chemistry - Section A

Abby Goff Central Virginia Governor’s School

Dylan Dickerson Clover Hill High School

Anna Freeman      Washington-Liberty High School

Kate Floom       Washington-Liberty High School

Shangwen Cheng Arlington Tech

Sophia Vekony Wakefield High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Chemistry - Section B

Rina Kopylev               Washington-Liberty High School

Amelia Uhl       Central Virginia Governor’s School

Eden Mitchell      Southwest Virginia Governor’s School

Arianna Hellman       Washington-Liberty High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Engineering - Section A

Paige Baldwin       Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School

Karin Anderson        Washington-Liberty High School

Haley Cossman      Central Virginia Governor’s School 

Maxim Avrutin        Mills E Godwin High School

Devon Davis        Central Virginia Governor’s School 

Pooshan Chaudhuri Maggie L Walker Governor's School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Engineering - Section B

Erika Milhorn       Central Virginia Governor’s School

Layton Morris        Central Virginia Governor’s School

Cooper Morford                         Central Virginia Governor’s School

Micajah Mason                            Central Virginia Governor’s School

Kedar Kambhampaty                  Washington-Liberty High School

Krish Gupta        Washington-Liberty High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Engineering - Section C

Samvrit Rao

Brian Zhou 

Joyce Xu Mills E Godwin High School 

Tess Vithoulkas        John Randolph Tucker High School

Georgianna Wynnyk               Central Virginia Governor’s School

Sriya Sridhar       Blacksburg High School

Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology

Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Environmental & Earth Science - Section A

Alex Bartl Washington-Liberty High School

Drew Barnett        Central Virginia Governor's School

Anna Alderson        Central Virginia Governor's School

Roayba Adhi          Washington-Liberty High School

Jacob Cantrell       Central Virginia Governor's School

Radhika Bharambe        Mills E Godwin High School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Environmental & Earth Science - Section B

Hamza Lateef      Governor's School @ Innovation Park

Flora Freer  Clover Hill High School

Shreya Lal       Mills E Godwin High School

Payton Heimbach Central Virginia Governor's School

Anika Kamujula Mills E Godwin High School 

Annie Eubanks Mills E Godwin High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Environmental & Earth Science - Section C

Aarav Patel        Governor's School @ Innovation Park

Elle Pickard Washington-Liberty High School

Ananya Nanduru       Mills E Godwin High School 

Riley Morford Central Virginia Governor's School

Joshua Mayer Chesapeake Bay Governor's School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Environmental & Earth Science - Section D

Oliver Wang       

Leila Silva Yorktown High School

Kennedy Puckett       Central Virginia Governor's School

Brandon Thomason Collegiate School

Frances Shapiro Washington-Liberty High School

Caroline Smith Collegiate School

Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science & Technology



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Mathematics: Theoretical & Modeling

Philip Naveen Mills E Godwin High School

Anooshka Pendyal Deep Run High School

Zachary Schwehr      Mills E Godwin High School

Hannah Qi Central Virginia Governor's School 

Ayush Pal Mills E Godwin High School 

Venkata Naga Sai Yadala Central Virginia Governor's School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Medicine & Health - Section A

Vidya Ambati                Albemarle High School 

Mercy Akanmu Blacksburg High School

Olivia Bartrum       Wakefield High School

Tie: Kenshu Dieguez
       Rockwell Li         

Stanley Craig Collegiate School 

Nitya Kumar Douglas S. Freeman High School

Yorktown High School
Ocean Lakes High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Medicine & Health - Section B

Layla Moussavi Governor's School@Innovation Park

Sarayu Mandalapu        Clover Hill High School

Coston Pritchett       Clover Hill High School

Sara Robinson Central Virginia Governor's School

Sean Kim Central Virginia Governor's School

Megan Nelson Central Virginia Governor's School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Medicine & Health - Section C

Caroline South Washington-Liberty High School

Lilly Wood Central Virginia Governor's School

Yana Shah      Mills E Godwin High School

Annie Yuan Mills E Godwin High School

Nisarg Shah Mills E Godwin High School

Emily Yang Mills E Godwin High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Microbiology & Cell Biology - Section A

Nicola Beaumont H-B Woodlawn Secondary Program

Jason Chen Central Virginia Governor's School 

Emma Baldwin      Roanoke Valley Governor's School

Emma Ackleson Washington-Liberty High School

Helen Hanke Washington-Liberty High School 

Andrew Dang Mills E Godwin High School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Microbiology & Cell Biology - Section B

Kriesh Tivare Langley High School

Nadia Lach-Hab Washington-Liberty High School

Daisy Maxwell       Washington-Liberty High School

Alexandra Nguyen Mills E Godwin High School

Josie Kicklighter Central Virginia Governor's School

Audrey Hunter Clover Hill High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Microbiology & Cell Biology - Section C

Monona Zhou        Mills E Godwin High School 

Alice Zhang Mills E Godwin High School 

Ryan Sloan       Central Virginia Governor's School 

Andy Peacock Central Virginia Governor's School 

John Smaragdis Washington-Liberty High School 

Aashka Shah        Maggie L. Walker Governor's School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Physics & Astronomy - A

Aryan Mhaskar Mills E Godwin High School 

Nicholas Louvet Roanoke Valley Governor's School 

Ronan McKinney      Central Virginia Governor's School 

Xavier Ho Clover Hill High School

Kelsey Morris Mills E Godwin High School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Physics & Astronomy - B

Colby Schietinger Central Virginia Governor's School 

Eva Siminiceanu Collegiate School

Stephen Tibbs Central Virginia Governor's School 

Jingtong Zhou        Clover Hill High School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Psychology - Section A

Samantha Callahan Central Virginia Governor's School 

Layla Gaines Chesapeake Bay Governor's School

Laken Barnette        Southwest Virginia Governor's School 

Caoilainn Christensen Blacksburg High School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Psychology - Section B

Isabelle Mistretta Central Virginia Governor's School

Katherine Peterson Central Virginia Governor's School

Laila Gwathmey      Chesapeake Bay Governor's School

Eva Le Central Virginia Governor's School

Whaley Claire       Central Virginia Governor's School

Ryan Gheen Central Virginia Governor's School



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Statistical Analysis & Inferences

Yash Saxena       Maggie L. Walker Governor's School

Ankita Mandal Mills E Godwin High School 

Drew Goodove           Ocean Lakes High School

Isabel Kirkwood Central Virginia Governor's School 

Daniel Lim Douglas S. Freeman High School 

Jackson Coleman Central Virginia Governor's School 



First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention

Zoology

Rania Lateef Charles Colgan High School

Brett Smith Roanoke Valley Governor's School 

Rimil Chatterjee        Mills E Godwin High School 

Aditya Badhrayan        Maggie L. Walker Governor's School 

Shriyaa Anand Mills E Godwin High School 

Tie: Madison Nally & Ellie Kim 
       Melody Ngo         

Governor's School@Innovation Park
Mills E Godwin High School



FIRST PLACE CATEGORY-SECTION 
AWARDS 

These awards are given to the best papers, as determined by 
either the Section Judges or, if multiple sections, by a group of 

Honor Judges.



VAS BOTANY AWARD

The award is given by the Botany Section of the 
Virginia Academy of Science, to the best paper on a 
botanical subject. 

Bansi Bhimgiani
Mills E Godwin High School

Rohan Raman
Clover Hill High School



RODNEY C. BERRY CHEMISTRY AWARD

The Rodney C. Berry Chemistry Award is given for 
the paper that evidences the most significant 
contribution in the field of chemistry.

Abby Goff
Central Virginia Governor's School

Rina Kopylev
Washington-Liberty High School



ANN M. HANCOCK CELLULAR BIOLOGY AWARD

This award is given to the best paper in cellular 
biology and is presented in memory of Anne M. 
Hancock who retired from Patrick Henry High School 
in Hanover County and who gave many years of 
service to the Jr. Academy not only by teaching but 
also serving on the Jr. Academy Committee. 

Nicola Beaumont Kriesh Tivare Monona Zhou
H-B Woodlawn Secondary 

Program
Langley High School Mills E Godwin High School



MATHEMATICS AWARD

The Mathematics Award is given for the paper that 
evidences the most significant contribution in the 
field of Mathematics.

 Philip Naveen

Mills E Godwin High School



STATISTICS AWARD

The Statistics Award is given for the paper that 
evidences the most significant contribution in the 
field of Statistics.

Yash Saxena
Maggie L. Walker Governor's School



VABE ZOOLOGY AWARD
This award is presented by the Virginia Association 
of Biology Educators and is given for outstanding 
research in the Zoology section.

Rania Lateef
Charles Colgan High School



SPECIAL INTEREST AWARDS
Students apply for these awards and they are judged by special 

panels. (If any awards are not given, we did not receive any 
papers meeting the standards of the award.)



CANCER RESEARCH AWARDS

These awards are to recognize outstanding science 
papers related to cancer research. These awards are 
provided by the American Cancer Society.

Mercy Akanmu
Blacksburg High School

Zachary Schwehr
Mills E Godwin High School

Aashka Shah
Maggie L. Walker Governor's School



DR. AND MRS. PRESTON H. LEAKE 
AWARD IN APPLIED CHEMISTRY

The Dr. and Mrs. Preston H. Leake Award in Applied 
Chemistry is given to the author of a research paper 
which best exemplifies how chemicals, chemical 
principles, or chemistry have been used, are used, or 
might be used to enhance or even to save life.

Ariya Patel
Southwest Virginia Governor's School



ROSCOE HUGHES GENETICS AWARD

The Roscoe Hughes Award is given for the best 
paper in the field of Genetics.

Ralitsa Hovanessian
Ocean Lakes High School



DR. SMITH SHADOMY INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES AWARD

This award is given to commemorate Dr. Smith 
Shadomy by the Virginia Chapter of the National 
Foundation for Infectious Diseases to the paper that 
evidences outstanding research in the field of 
infectious diseases.

Janhvi Spahr

Washington-Liberty High School



Gamma Sigma Delta Award

Virginia Tech Chapter of the Honor Society of Agriculture

Given to a student in recognition of excellence in research 
dealing with the application of new technologies and/or 
concepts in agriculture, forestry, or veterinary medicine.

Nicola Beaumont

H-B Woodlawn Secondary Program



SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY AWARD

Given by the Richmond Area Speleological Society 
for outstanding research addressing karst or topics 
related to speleology (bats, caves, carbonate 
geology, paleoenvironments, limestone fossils, 
sinkholes, etc.)

Evelyn Ortuno
Washington-Liberty High School



VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY (VMNH) AWARD

This award is presented by the Friends of the Virginia 
Museum of Natural History in recognition of a 
significant contribution in the study and 
interpretation of Virginia's Natural Heritage. 

Olivia Cozette
Washington-Liberty High School



VIRGINIA SEA GRANT COLLEGE 
PROGRAM AWARD

This award is given by the Virginia Sea Grant College 
Program for outstanding marine or coastal research. 

Kayleigh Miller
Chesapeake Bay Governor's School



SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS



BETHEL HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship of $1000 is awarded to a student (9-12 grades and 
not a team project) who has produced an outstanding written paper 
and is a first-place winner.  The money is paid to the student’s college 
or university in two equal payments during the first year. This 
scholarship comes from the interest earned from a $10,000 
endowment contributed to the VJAS by the students of Bethel High 
School, Hampton, Virginia.  

Erika Milhorn

Central Virginia Governor's School



HENRY W. MACKENZIE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP (VEE)

Henry MacKenzie Environmental Scholarship - This $5,000 
scholarship will be awarded to the twelfth grade student whose paper 
evidences the most significant contribution in the field of 
Environmental Science dealing with the James River Basin and 
Chesapeake Bay. The Virginia Environmental Endowment and VJAS 
offer this scholarship in tribute to the outstanding and generous 
services of Judge Henry W. MacKenzie, Jr., one of the founding 
directors, who has a great interest in the James River and the 
Chesapeake Bay.

Erik Graulich
Chesapeake Bay Governor's School

The Effect of Biocide Type and Concentration on Hull 
Fouling and Exposed Estuarine Crustaceans



FRANCES AND SYDNEY LEWIS 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP (VEE)

Frances and Sydney Lewis Environmental Scholarship: A 
$5,000 scholarship for the best effort by a student in 
grade 12 in the field of environmental science. This 
scholarship is in the name of Frances and Sydney Lewis 
and is given by the Virginia Environmental Endowment.

Julissa Valdez
Chesapeake Bay Governor's School

Comparing Detergents Impacts on Brine Shrimp 
Hatching and Survival



VJAS Honor Awards
Middle School

These are the highest awards that the Virginia Junior Academy of Science 
presents. Special panels of honor judges evaluate the projects and determine the 
awards.



DOROTHY KNOWLTON AWARD
AND OUTSTANDING RESEARCH 

PROJECT, Grade 7
Given to the middle school student or team presenting the 
best project in the life and earth sciences. This is given in 
honor of Dorothy Knowlton, the former Science 
Coordinator of Arlington County, who was instrumental in 
advancing experimental design with the science 
curriculum.  This project was judged to also be the best 
project in grade 7.                   

Saanvi Sambangi
George H. Moody Middle School



JOYCE K. PETERSON AWARD AND 
OUTSTANDING RESEARCH 

PROJECT, Grade 8
Given to the middle school student or team presenting 
the best project in the physical sciences. This is given in 
honor of Joyce Peterson who has been an outstanding 
teacher in the Arlington County Schools.
This project was also judged to be the best project in 
grade 8.

Ishan Shah
George H. Moody Middle School



VJAS Honor Awards
High School

These are the highest awards that the Virginia Junior Academy of Science 
presents. Special panels of honor judges evaluate the projects and determine the 
awards.



JONES/ELLETT AWARD

Given to the individual senior (12th grade) student presenting the 
best project.

Philip Naveen

Mills E Godwin High School



VJAS GRAND HIGH SCHOOL 
AWARD, Grades 9-12

The top research project by an individual or team of 
students in grades 9-12. 

Erika Milhorn

Central Virginia Governor's School



VJAS Delegate(s) to AJAS, 
Grades 9-11



VJAS Delegates to AJAS

A panel of honor judges selects the honorees from among the students 
(grades 9-11) who won first place in a senior high section. The projects 
are ranked from “1” to “4”. The winner is the first ranked project. 
Alternates are ranked in order 2nd, 3rd, and 4th.



VJAS Delegate(s) to AJAS
Denver, Colorado February 15-17, 2024

THE WINNER IS

Erika Milhorn
Central Virginia Governor's School



VJAS Delegates to AJAS

THE ALTERNATES IN ORDER ARE

Vidya Ambati

Washington-Liberty High School

Rina Kopylev

Albemarle High School

Rania Lateef
Charles Colgan High School



Ertle Thompson Memorial Endowment Award

The Ertle Thompson Memorial Endowment Award is established to 
honor Dr. Ertle Thompson, a long-term leader of VJAS and a former 
president of the VAS.  When financial circumstances allow, these 
awards will be presented annually to the winner(s) selected as the 
VJAS Delegate(s) to the AJAS. The purpose of the funds is to help 
support attendance at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Junior 
Academy of Science. 

Erika Milhorn
Central Virginia Governor's School



Dr. R. Dean Decker Honorarium Award

The Dr. R. Dean Decker Honorarium award this year of $500 
each is to go to the teacher/sponsor of the top student 
winner(s) of the AJAS trip.  The monies can be used at the 
discretion of the recipient(s )as long as it is related to the 
attendance at the AJAS meeting.  Guidelines and procedures 
for the recipient(s) will follow later. 

Michele Chamot

Central Virginia Governor's School



AWARDS FOR SPONSORS



THE FRANKLIN D. KIZER 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

This award recognizes the exceptional contributions to VJASSTEM.

 Criteria:
● The recipient will have contributed to VJAS by sponsoring 

student research projects, serving as a reader, judge, 
and/or member of the VJAS Committee. 

● The recipient will be nominated and chosen by the VJAS 
Committee.

● The award of up to $500 will be used for professional 
development, and the recipient will propose a professional 
development activity to the Director of the VJAS.  Examples 
of acceptable proposals include attendance to a professional 
meeting, tuition for a science/math course, or software to 
enhance their effectiveness.



The winner of the Franklin D. Kizer 
Distinguished Service Award is:

THE FRANKLIN D. KIZER 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Michele Lombard

Arlington County Public Schools



THE FRANKLIN D. KIZER SCIENCE 
TEACHER OF TOMORROW AWARD

This award recognizes an outstanding Virginia science teacher 
and provides an opportunity for professional development 
through attendance at the annual VAST meeting.

● The recipient is a teacher with a maximum of 5 years of 
teaching experience.

● The recipient will have sponsored student participation 
at the VJAS annual meeting.

● The recipient is nominated and chosen by the VJAS 
Committee.

● This award will be used to support the professional 
development of the recipient by providing the funds 
needed to attend the annual VAST meeting.  The 
maximum amount of the award is $500.



THE FRANKLIN D. KIZER SCIENCE 
TEACHER OF TOMORROW AWARD
The winner of the Franklin D. Kizer Science 
Teacher of Tomorrow Award is:

Matt Togna
Collegiate School



OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS



Volunteer of the Year Award 
for Exceptional Service and 

Dedication 
Michael Lovrencic

Arlington County Public Schools



VAS HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

This award which includes one year’s membership in 
the Virginia Academy of Science including a 
subscription to the Virginia Journal of Science is 
awarded for outstanding service to the Junior 
Academy and the VJAS Committee.

Hamza Arman Lateef
       Governor’s School at Innovation Park

Laasya Konidala
Mills E. Godwin High School



VAS AWARD FOR DEDICATED SERVICE TO VJAS

The support of VAS makes all of this possible. In 
addition to several awards that have already been 
given by VAS, this award recognizes a past VJAS 
officer or a VJAS member who has continued to 
provide support as a volunteer to the Junior 
Academy even after completion of high school.



Congratulations to 
VJAS STUDENT 

OFFICERS 
2023-2024

Presidents
Yash Saxena
Maggie L Walker High School

Rania Lateef
Governor’s School at Innovation Park

Vice - President
Hannah Qi
Central VA Governor’s School

Secretaries (Recording and Corresponding)
Jordan Lucas
Southwest Virginia Governor's School

Gretchen Gaffney
Clover Hill High School

Communications Liaison
Nitya Kumar
Douglas S. Freeman High School

Kriesh Tivare
Langley High School

Editors-in-Chief VJAS VOICE
Brian Zhou
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science & Technology

Reagan Labert
Ocean Lakes High School



Welcome to the VJAS Awards Ceremony

The program will begin at 7 pm.

May 18, 2023
See You Next School Year


